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bond, before a better consj.it;;{tiign 1s ready to
put in the place of it, is contrary to all poli-
tics, agreeing-herein with morality, it were
absurd to require,_ that every detect must be
supplied or reformed directly and with preci-
pitation::. but it may be required. of him, whq
has potency, that the maxim of the:.necessity
of such a supplying,or reforming shall be m-
timately présent with him, in order.to remain
in a constant approximation tothe end (ofthe
best constitution according. to laws of right).
A state may govern itself in airepublican man~
ner, though it, according to the present consa-
tution still possesses déspotical savereign poten-
cy ¢ till by degrees the nation becomes capable of
theinfluence of the mere idea of theauthority of
the law (as if it possessed physical power),
and 1s afterwards found qualified forits proper
legislation "(which is originally - founded 1n
richt). If even by the veheménce of a revolu-
tion generated by a bad constitulion a more
lecal one were wrornigtully obtained, it must
then be held no longer allowed to lead back
the nation to. the old constitution , though
whilst it lasted every one, who interfered with
it either violently or insidiously, would be
justly subjected to’the punishment due to a
rebel. With regard to the external relation
of states, a state cannot be. desired to relin-
quishits constitution, though despotical (which
is however the stronger relatively to external
enemies), so long as it runs the rigk of being
instantly swallowed up by other states; con-
sequently in every resolution the delay of the

L T3 execution
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execut:on till a better opportunity must be
permitted.
- It may happen, that the moralists, who
proceed despotically, failing in the execution,
~shall commit a number of faults in politics
(by ineasures- either taken or recommended
precipitantly), and experience must teach-them
to correct by -degrees these faults against na-
‘ture; 1instead of which the moralizing poliu-
cians, by colouring wrongful principles of
state, under the pretext of human mnatures
not -being capable of the good, according to
the idea, which reason prescribes, render mn-
possible, as much as they can, the growmg
betier, and eternalize the violation of right.
Instead of the praxis, ot which these politi-
-cal men boast, thev deal in practices, as they
devise ways and means (by humouring the
present raling power, with a view to thew
‘'own advantage) to give up the nation, and it
possible the whole world, to be pillaged; hke
true jurists (of the profession, not of the lé-
gislative), when they soar above their own

sphere to the region of politics, For asitisnot
* | their

-

* These are permissive laws of reason, to let the state of
a public law cliarged with injustce remain, tll the total
circumvolving of cvery thing, either ripened of 1eself, or
brought L0 Mafurity by paciﬁc means: because any oue:f“-
ridical, though but in a small degree rightful, constitution
is berter than none at all, wwhich laiter state (nnarch}*) 15
the fate of a precipirate reform, — The wisdom of state,
in the present situation of affairs, will therefore makeilt
duty, to reform suitably to the ideal of public law: bu
to use revolutions, when nature brings them on of IlEl‘::t?“:
not for the purpose of varmishing a still greater oppression
but as the call of nature, to bring abour, %y a solid reforn,
2 lecal constitution founded in principles’of liberty , as the
only permanent one,



TREATISES. 294

their business, to rcason on legisiation itself,
but to execute Lhe present commands of the
law of the country, every legal constitution
extant, and when this 1s altered by a higher
power, the subsequent, must always be the
best with them; where every thing then goes
on in its proper mechanical order. But when
the address, to accommodate themselves to
every circumstance (aptus cuivis), mstils 1nto
their minds the fancy of being able to judge
of principles of a constitution of state, in ge-
neral, according to conceptions of right (con-
sequently « priori, not empirically), and
when they vaunt of knowing men (which is
indeed to be looked for, as ’Lhmr have to do
with many), yet without ]mmﬁ.fmg man, and
what may be learned from him (to which a
higher station of anthropological chservation
is requisite), and furnished with these con-
ceptions, proceed on the law of state and of
nations, as reason dictates it, they cannot
‘make this transition, but with the spirit of
chicane, as they pursue their usual procedure
(of a mechanism according to coactive laws
despotically given)even wherc the conceptions
of reason will have a legal coaction founded
but according to pllﬂ(‘lples of liberty, by
which only a stable constitution 1s first pos-
sible;  which problem the pretended practi-
tioner, passing by that idea in silence, be-
liecves to be able to solve empirically, from
experience, as the constitutionsof state hither-
to the most durable, but for the most part
contrary to right, were framed. — The nmax-
ims, which he uses (though tacitly) for this

T 4 PU.LBUSE
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purpose, turn pretty nearly upon the following
sophistical ones..

1, Fac ¢t excusa, ¥mbrace the favourabh!

opportunity of arbitrarily taking possession
(either of a right of the state over its own, or
over another neighbouring, nation); the justi-
fication will be much easier and more elepant
after the act, and the violence morce easily
dressed in specious colours (especially in the
hirst case, where the chief power 1n the inte-
riour is directly the legislative magistrate,
who must be.obeyed, without reasoning 100
nicely on the subject), than 1f one should first
think on convincing reasons, and then wait
for the objections. This eftvontery 1tself oives
a certain appearance of inlernal conviclion of
the rightfulness of the act, and the god bonus
eventus 18 allerwards the best representative of
r1ght, |

2. Si fecisti nega. VWhatever thou hast com-
mitted thyself, for instance, it thou hast
driven thy nation to despair, or to rebellion,
denv that 1t 1s tly fault; but maintain thatit
is the refractoriness of the subjects, or it thou
hast seized on the territory of a neighbouring
nation, lay the blame on tie nature of man,
who, if he is not prevented by another by
force, will certainly anticipate him and take
possession of his territory.

5. Divideetimpera. Thatis,if therearecer-
tain privilesed chiefs in thy nation, who have
chosen thee for their head merely (prinus mter
pares), disunite those from one another, and
cet them at variance with the nation; then

support the latter, and amuse them -with idle
hopes




TPREATISES, 297

hopes of greater liberty, and every thing will
depend on thy uncondiltional will.  Or, af
thev are foreign states, the stirring up of dis-
sension among them 1s a pretiy certain mean,
under the appearance of assisting the wealker,
of subjecting the one after the other.

Indeed nobody is now deceived by these
political maxims; ror they are all universally
known; but the case never occurs where
they are blushed at, as if the injustice were
too glaring. For, as great powers are never
ashamed of the judgment of the multitude, but
only of that of one another, as to those prin-
ciples, however, not their becoming public,
but only their miscarrymg can touch them
with shame (for with regard to the moralily
of maxims the consension ofthewholeis com-
plete), so the political honour always remams
0 them, on which they may count with cer-
ainty , namely, that of the awgmentation of

S
their potency, whatever be the means of ac-

quisition,X
T 5 From

* Though a certain vitiosity or pravity (rooted in human
nature) of men, who live in the same state, may sull be
donbted, and, instead of it, the want of a culture not yet
advanced far enough (rudeness) may be given with some
appearance as the cause of the illegal phenomenon of ther
cast of mind; it 1s, in the relatton ol states towards one
another, perfectly obvious and incontrovertible, In the in-
terionr of every state it is veiled by the coaction of civil
laws, as a great Power, to wit, that of the government,
potently counteracts the mmchination to the mutnal violence of
the citizens, and thus not only gives a moral varnish (causae
non causac), if I may use the cxpression, but also, by pre-

Tunting the erupti{m of illegnl inclinations, the unfoldinge

N n L - " - b
of the moral predm asition to the nnmediate reverence for
Tlgllt becomes actually much easier. — For €EVery one be-

ieves that he would keep sacred and faithfully observe the
conception
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From all these serpentine windings of an
rmmoral doctrine of prudence, to produce the
state of peace.among men from the warlike
state of the state of mature, so much at least
15 evident, That men can, as little in their
private relations, as in their public, escape
the conception of duty, and dare not found
politics publicly upon kunacks of - prudence,

“consequently refuse all obedience to the con-
ception of a public law (which is striking,
chiefly in that of the law of nations), but
ought to do it 1 itself all due honour, if they
should invent a thousand evasions and pallia-
tions, in order to evitate it in.the praxis, and
to attribute to cunning power the authority,
to be the origin and the band of all right. —

In order to put an end to this sophistry
(it not to the injustice coloured by it), and to
bring the false representatives of the mighty

- ones of the earth to the acknowledgment, that
they do not speak in favour of right, but of

power, of which they, as if they themselves
had

conception of duty, if he could expect put the like from
every other; which the ti»:_w.fta'rmnziem: in part secures to him;
whereby a great step is then taken towards morality (though
riot vet a moral step), to be attached- to this conception of
duty on its own account, without looking for a return. —
But as every one, notwithstanding the good opinion he en-
tertains of himself, presnpposes a bad mindedness in every
other, in this manner they judge of one another mutually,
‘That, as to the fact, neither of them is good for much (the
reason, as it cannot be laid to the charge of the nature of
man, as a free being, may remain unexamined). However
as the reverence for the conception of duty, which man can
absolutely not avoid, sanctions in the most]solemn jmanner
the theory of the faculty to become suitable to’ that concep-
tion . every one perceives, that he must on his part act con-
formably to it, whatever others may do.

'
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had a title to give orders in this, assume the
tone, it will be expedient to discover the illu-
sion, by which one deceives himself and
others, to investigate the chief principle, from
which proceeds the design of perpetual peace,
and to point out, That all the bad, which
hinders it, proceeds from the political mora-
lists beginning .where the moral -politician
reasonably ends, and, by thus subordinating
the prineiples to the end (that is, by putiing
the cart before the horse), he (the former)
frustrates his own design, to bring politics to
a zood understanding with morality,

It is first mecessary, in order to render
practical philosophy consistent with itself, to
decide the question, Whether in problems of
practical feason the beginning must be made
with its rmaterial principle, the end (as object
of the-arbitrament), or with the formal, that
is, that (founded in liberty merely in the ex-
ternal relation) according to which it is said,
Act so, that thou can will, that thy maxim
become an wuniversal law (whatever be the
end), |

There 1s no doubt but the latter principle
must precede; -for it has, as a principle of
richt, wunconditional mnecessity, instead of
which the former 1s necessitating but on the
presiipposition of empirical conditions of the
designed' end, namely its execution, and, if
this.end- (for instance,” perpetual peace), were
dutyialso, this even must have:been derived
fromthe: formal principle of maxims to act
externally, — The first principle now, that
of the political moralist - (the problem_of the

k ' law
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law of state, of nations, and of the cosmopeliti
cal law), 15 a mere technical prob...em whereas
the second, as‘the principle of the moral poli-
tician, to whom it 1s a moral problen:, is ex-
tremely different from the other in the proce-
dure, in order to bIIHU tp pass eveﬂastmn*

peace, which 1s not sthed for as a physnal
good merely, but also as a state proceeding

from the a}.zmtmn of duty. . )

To the resolution of the first, to wit, the
probfem qf the pruden(:& ﬂ_f State, great
knowledge of nature 18 required, in order Lo
employ 1ts mechanism for the said end, and
yet all this 1s uncertain in regard to its result,
concerning perpetual peace; let either the one
or the other of the three divisions of public
law be taken. It 1s uncertain, whether the
nation can be better kept in obedience and at
the same ume in a flounishing state by severi-
ty, or by the baits of vanity, whether by the
supreme power ef one only, or by the union
of several chiefs, perhaps by a nobility of
service merely, or by a power of the nation,
in the interiour, and that for any length of
time. - N

Of all modes of government (the sole ge-
nuine republican mode excepted, but Whmh
can enter into the mind of none but a moral
pohucmn) examples of the contrary are to be
met with in history, — Still more uncertain
is a law of nations pretended to be erected
upon statutes according to ministerial plans,
which in fact is but a word void of reality,
and rests upon contracts, which in the very

act of thelr .conclusion comprise at the sameé
fime
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the secret reservation of their violation. —
Whereas. the solution of the second, namely,
the problem of the wisdom of state, so o say,
obtrudes itself maturally, is evident to every
one, mars all subtlety, and thereby leads di-
rectly to the end; yet with thé warning of

prudence, not to bring it about precipitanily
by force, but, according to the nature of fa-
vourable circuinstances, to approach towards
it incessantly. o

Aspive first aiter the kingdom of pure prac-
tical reason and afler its justice, and your end
(the blessing, perpetual peace) will fall out
of itself. For moral has the peculiarity in it-
self, with regard to its principles of public
law, (cunsequently with reference to politics
cognosgible a priort), that, the less it renders.
the conduct in order to the designed end de-
pendent on the intended advantage, whether
physical or moral, the more does it agree with
this 1n general;: because it is directly the..
umversal will glven a priori (in a nation, or
in the relation of different nations among one
another), which only determines what is law,
among men; but this union of the will of
all, if one proceeds but consequentially,in the
execution, may, even according to the me-
chanism of nature, at the same time be the
cause of producing the effect aimed at, and
of rendering the conception of right effectual.
~— Thus it.is, for instance, a principle of
the moral politics, That a nation ought to unite
themselves in a state according lo the only
conceptions of right, liberty and equality, and
this principle is not founded in prudence, but;

1n
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in duty. et political moralists reason so-
phistically ever so much to the_ contrary on
the natural mechanism of a mulititude of men
enfering 1nto soclety , which teakens those
principles,and would disappoint their design;
let them endeavour to prove their assertion to
the contrary by examples of badly organized
constitutions of _ancient and more modern
times (for instance, democracies without the
svstem of representation), they merit no at-
tention; especially, as such a pernicious
theory occasions the evil itself it foretels, ac-
cording t0 which man is thrown into the same
class with the other living machines, to whom
is wanting but the consciousness, that they
are not free, in order to render them 1n their
own judgment the most miserable of all sub-
lunary beings.

The proverbial, and indeed somewhat hec-
toring, but true position, Fiat justicia, pereat
mundus, that 1s to say, Let justice reign,
though all the villains in the world should
verish, is a vigorous principle of law cutting
off all the crooked ways pointed out either by
cunning, or by power; only,that it benotmis-
talen, and understood as a permission to make
use of one’s right with the greatest- strictness
(which would be repugnant to ethical duty),
but as an obligation on those having potency,
neither to refuse nor to lessen the rightof any
one against another,- either- out of -disfavour
or compassion; to which is chiefly requisite
an internal constitution of state regulated ac-
cording to pure principles of right, and also
that of its union with other neighbouring or

) even
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even distant states for the purpose of a legal
making up of their differences (analagous to
an universal state). — This position means
nothing, but that the political maxims must
not arise from the welfare and felicity of every
state, to be expected from their observance,
therefore not fronr the_end, which each of
them males its object -(from volition), as the
chief (but empirical) :principle of the wisdom
of state, but from the pure conception of the
dutyof right (from what1s expressed by ought,
whose principle 1s given a priori by puré rea-
son), let the physical consequences be what
they will. 'Wicked men being madeé less nu-
merous, will.by no means occasion the fall
of the world. The moral bad has the property
inseparable . from its mature, that it in its
views (principally in relation to others of the
same mind) is contrary to and destiuctive of
itself, and .so makes room,. though by slow
steps, for the (moral) principle of the good.
There is then objectively (in theory) no
confiict. at all between moral and politics;
Wheréas' subjectively (in the selfish propen-
sion of men, but which, since 1t 1s not founded
in maxims of reason, must not yet be named -
praxisy, it.will and may always remain, be-
cause it sérves fora whetstone to virtue, whose
true. courage. (according to the principle; Tu
ne cede malis, sed contra dudentior ito) in the
present case does not so much consist in our
resistirig the evils and making the sacrifices
hiere with: a firmrresolution, as in looking in
the face and subduing the cunning of the much

ore-dangerous, false and treacherous, but
| - yet
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yet reasonming, bad principle 1m ourselves,
which constantly deceives us by presentmﬂ" to
us the weakeness of human nature as justi-
hcation of every transgression.

In fact the political noralists may say,
That the regent and the nation, or nation and
nauon do one another no wrong, when they
wage war with one another 1n either aviolent
or an insidious manner, though they do wrong
in general, by refusing all reverence for the
conception of right, which only can establish
peace everlasting: For as the one transgresses
his duty towards the other, who:1s just as
wrongfully minded towards him, no wrong
at all happens to either, when they destroy
one another, yet so, that-there may always
remain enough of thlS race, not fo let this
plav cease il the remotest times, in order
that a late posterity may:one day or ‘other take
a warning example by them. Providence 15
hereby ]ustlhed in the course of the world;
for the moral principle in man. never extin-
cuishes, reason pragmatically apposite to the
execution of the juridical ideas according to
that principle, increases! C(mStantly by culture
always advancing, but with it the culpability
of those ﬁanswessmns too. 'The: creation
anly seems not to be able: to_be vindicated by
any theodicee, that such arace of corrupted men
in general should have been on earth (when
we suppose, Lhatthe human species neither
wiil nor can be better disposed; -but this sta-
ton of judgn:ent is far. teo.high for us, 10
presume in a theoretical wigw, to.apply our

conceptions (of wisdomy):to hthe Supreme Po
tency



j8

TREATISES. 3 505

tency, who 1s inscrutable for us. — We are
inevitably driven to such desperate conclu-
sions, when we do not assume, that the pure
principles of right have objective reality, that
is, may be put In execution; and the people
in the state, and farther -states towards one
another, maust act accordingly; whatever
objections empirical politics may make. True
politics can therefore take no step, without
having previously done homage to moral, and
though politics of themselves are a difficult
art, there i3 no art at all in uniting them with
moral; for, as soonm as they clash, this cuts
the knot, which those cannot untie, — The
richts of man must be held sacred, let the sa-
crifice, which the sovereign power may make,
be ever so great. One cannot halve here, and
devise the medtum or adiaphory of a pragma-
tically conditional right (between right and
profit); but all politics must bend the knee to
morality,, they may hope, however, to attain

the degree, though slowly, where they will
permanentiy shine. -

-

Of the Consonance of Politics with Moral ac-
cordirzg to the transcendental * szception Of
| Public Law.

When we abstract from all matter of public
law (either according to the different empiri-

cally

¥ Beethe distinction made, in this mode of philosophising,
between transcendental and tqmuuudent,r in the refncq to
Tue PHIE'{‘:'IPI.ES OF CRITICAL PHILOSOPHY, by S.lc tramns.
Ator , page XXVIIL,

Yor. I, U
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cally given relations of men 1in the state, or
of states among one another), ‘as the teachers
of law commonly cogitate it, the form of
publicity, whose possibility every claim of
right comprises, still remains to us, for with-
out that there were no justice (which can be
conceived butas capable of beingmade publicly
known), consequently no right, whichis distr-

buted but by 1t.

Every claim of right must have this capa-
bilitv of publicity, and, as 1t may be easily
judged, whether in an occurring case 1t has
place, that is, whether it may be united or
not with the principles of the actor, it can
furnish a criterion, to be met with in reason
a priori, easily used, to cognise directly in
the latter case, as if by an experiment of yure
yeason, the falsity (contrariety to law) of the
sald claim . (pretensio juris).

After such an abstraction from all that is
empirical, contained in the conception of the
law of state and of nations (suchis the pravily
of human nature, which renders coaction ne-
cessary), the following position may be de-
nominated the transcendental fﬂrmule of public
law: Relatively to the rights qf other men,
all actions, whose maxim doth not accord with

publicity , are unjust.

This principle is not to be considered as
ethical merely (belonging to the doctrine of
virtue), but also as juridical (concerning the
rights of man). For a maxim, which I darc
not . rvulgse, without thereby frustraung at
the same time my own ‘design, which, I

order that it may prosper, must absa]uleé)'
:

|
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be concealed, and whichI cannot publicly own,
without infallibly exciting the.resistance of
every one, cannot bring on me this ngcessary
and universal, . therefore a priori:perspectable,
opposition of all,. but by the injustice, with
which it threatens every -body. : Again, thig
principle is negativermerely, ihat is, it serves
but to'cognise by its means, what is not right
with regard to others. It 1s hike an ax10m
self-evident or indemonstrably certain, anpd
besides easy to be.applied, as may be per-
ceived by the following examples of public
law; | - o
'+ 1. With regard to the law of state (jus ci-
vitatisy, namely, the internal one, in it ocs
curs the question, which many . consider
as dificult to be answered, and which the
transcendental principle of publicity resolves
with the greatest facility, wvidelicet, Is rebel-
lion a rightful mean for a nation to shake off
the oppressive power of a tyrant so named
(non titulo sed exercitio talis)? The rights of
the nation are violated, and no wrong 1s
done to him (the tyrant) by the dethroning;
this 1s. beyond a doubt. It 18 however not
less wrong in the highest degree in the sub-
jects, to seek their rights in this manner, and
they can just as litle complain of injustice,
should they be defeated in this struggle and
atterwards . obliged to sufler in consequence
thereof the most rigorous punishment,

Much mav be said on both sides of the
question if one chuses to decide it by a dog-
matical-deduction of the titles; but the trans-
cendental principle of publicity of public law

U g may

i



708§ ESSAYS AXD

may save itself the trouble of this prolixity,
According to this prmc1ple, let the nation,
prey muﬂlv to the entering into the civil con-
tract, queston itself, Whether it would pre-~
sume, to make the maxim of the resolution
on an occasional revolt publickly known, It
1s cbvious, that, in founding a constitution
ot state, were it made a condition, to uge
force in certaln occwiTIng c€ases an'amst the
head, the nation must assume to itself a right-
ful potency over that head. But then he
would not be the head, or, if both were
made conditions of the estabhshment of the
state, no establishment at all of a state would
‘be possible, which would however be con-
‘trary to the design of the mation. The in-

justice of rebellion is evident; as its maxim,
by evowing it publicly, would render 1ts own

design 1111possmle It must therefore be ne:
cessarily concealed. But this would not be
necessary on the side of the head of the state
He may proclaim, that he will inflict the pu-
nishment of death on the ringleaders of every
rebellion, let these still beheve, that he has
first transgressed the fundamental law; for
when the head 1s conscious to himself, w
possess the irresistible supreme power (which
must be supposed in every civil constitution,
because he, .who has not might enough, to
protect every one in the nation against Othew,
has not the right to give ]um orders), h

needs not be under any apprehension, to ﬂe—
feat his own design by his maxim’s bemg
made known; with which principle it 18

also perfectly coherent, that, should the na
ion

T
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tion succeed 1n the rebellion; that head must
retire tothe station of a sub]ect "and must
never stir up; a-rebellion with a view to re-
cover his power; but he must not have to
fear being called to an account for his former
government ¢ of the state. * o

o. With regard to the law of nahmz,s —
A law of nations can be in question but tm
the presupposition of some one i]undmal state,
or other (that is, that external con]unctmn,
in which man acl.ually acquires a rlght) ; be-.
cause it, as a public law, involves 1n its con-
ception the publication of an universal will
determining to every ome what is his due,
and this status juridicus must arise out of
some one contract or other, which needs not
just be founded upon coactive laws (like
those, from which a state SPrmgs), but may
be a continuing free association, like the
above-mentioned of the confederation of diffe-
rent states. For without some one juridical
state, which connects actively the different
(physical or moral) persons, consequently in,
the state of nature, there can be no other,
than merely a private law. — There now
happens a difference between politics and mo-
ral (this considered as law), where that crite-
tion of the publicity of maxims may likewise,
be easily applied, yet only so, That the con-
tract binds the states but w1th the view, to,
keep themselves in peace among one another
and with other states , but by no means in
order to make acquisitions. — The follm;.
Ing cases of the antinomy between politics
and moral present themselyes here, with

'U 3 - which
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which theIr solutmn is at the Saime tlme com-
bmed C - ~
~a, Wheén 6ne’ of these states hds p‘rormsed
something to’ the other, let it be “succour,
cession of bertain lands, or subsidies and such
like, the question 1is, whether, 1n a case, on
which  depends the welfare of the state, it
cah free itseif from keeping its word, by pre:
tending to consider -itself/in a dDuble capaci-
ty,’ first as snberezgn who is not respomsible
to ‘any body in the state; 'butnext as chief
oﬂic&r of state, who niust be accountable to
the state;' as then the consequmce would be,
thit he would free himself in the sécond qua-
lity from what he had obliged himself to in
the‘ first. But'if a state (ur its head) should
let these its maxims become publicly known,
every other would naturally- either fly at, or
unite with-others, in order to 'resist its
usurpations, which evinces, that pf:rlitics not-
withstanding all their slmess would in this
way (of pubhc:.t} ) dlsappmnt their very end,
consequently that maxim must be WI'OIIE,

b. When a neighbouring power, increased
10 a tremendous Ereatness (paterma trenienda),
0CCaslons apprehensmn May it be supyposed,
that it wilt, becauseé it can, be disposed Lo
oppress, and does that give a ntrhl: to Lhe less
powerful states; without any- prevmus offence,
to attack (cOn]omtly) ¢ — A state, that
gave’ out-1ts maxim affirmatively in thlS case,
would bring the evil to ‘pass but still more
certamlv ancl ore qulckly For the greater
power would - be beforehand with the sualler

ones, and,‘as to the union of the latter that
: 15
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o but a weal: defence. against those, who:
know how to profit by divide et -unpera. —
This maxim -of politics,’ publi'cly declared,
balks -of ‘necessity its -own design, and is by
consequence wrong. . RIRNTY
c. When a smaller state interrupts by 1its::
situation the connexion, mnecessary. to the.
support and defence of a greater state,!Is:the
latter ‘not entitled to subdue the former, and:
to incorporate it with itself? —« -lt is very
obvious, that the greater: must by no'means
let such a maxim transpire previously..: for
either the smaller:states would: unite' them-
selves betimes, or other potencies would dis-
pute 'the’ prey, bonée’quently' this maxim ren-:
ders'1tself tmipracticable by its'wery publicitys:
asign’, that itis unjust and may be so in:a:
1.*ery oreat degree; for a small object of in-
justice doth not prevent the injustice proved |
by itdrom being very great. *
2. With remrd to the" cosinopolitical law,
I pass it over Tere in silence: because , on
account of: the analogy between: it and the Taw
of nations,' 1ts maxims are easilgh formed and
esnmated | - *
+The principle of the mcompanbﬂlty of the
maxims of the law of nations with pubhmty,
affords us-an excellent. criterion, - it'is true
of the dzscordanoyl*ef politics wu:h moral (as
faw).” But we-require still to be informed of
the condition; onwhich :their maxims agree
with the law of mations, For:ib canmot'be
conversely ' concluded, that rthe .« maxims,
which ; bear. pubhoiry, are’ on! that. accoHunt
J$t;  because, whoever has the, decided
U 4 supenority

t
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superiority of power, néeds not conceal his
maxims. — The condition of the possibility
of a law of nations in general 15, That a jur:
dical state shall first .exist. For without this
there is no public law, but all law, which
may be conceived besides that (in the state
of nature), is private law merely. We have
seen above, That a federative situation of
states, merely with a view to put a stop to
war, 1s the only juridical situation, possible
to be united with their lLberty. Therefore
the harmony of politics with morality 1s pos-
sible in a federal union only (which 1s given
& priori according to principles of law and
i3 necessary), and all politics have.the tound-
ing of it, in its greatest possible compass,
for their proper basis, without which end
all their acumen is but insipience and veiled
injustice. — - These spurious politics have,
as well as the best school of Jesuits, thew
CASGISTRY  — the reservatio mentalis: 1
" drawing up public contracts, couched in such
expressions, which may be occasionally ex-
plained to one’s own advantage, as one plea-

ses (for instance, the distinction between
status quo de-fait and de droit); :— the pro-
babilism: to impute bad intentions to others,

_or also to make probabilities of their possible
preponderancy the title to the undermining
of other peaceable states; — finally the
peccatum philosophicum (peccatillumn, bage-
telle): To hold the swallowing up of a small
state, when a much greater one profits by 1t
with a view te the imaginary greater prospe-

- rity
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rity of mankind, a trifle, or at most a very
“pardonable fault.* o ~
This 1s aided by the deceitfulness of poli-
tics in regard of moral, to make use of either
the one or the other branch of it for their own ~
purpose. — Both, philanthropy and reve-
rence for the rights of man, are duty; but
that conditional only, this on the conlrary
unconditional, absolutely commanding duty,
which he, .who 1s disposed to give himself *
vp to the agreeable, feeling of. beneficence,
must be first fully assured not to have trans-
oressed. Politics easily coincide with moral
in the first sense fas ethics), in order to de-
liver up the rights of men to their superiors:
But with that in the second sense (as law),
to which they must bend the knee, they find
it adviseable not to engage 1n a contract, but
rather to refuse all reality, and to interpret
all duties as mere benevolence; which arti-
fice of politics shunning the light philosophy
would easily baffle by means of the publicity
of those its maxims, if politicians would but
venture to give assistance to this publicity.

In this view I have to propose another
transcendental and positive principle of public
law, whose formule is, 4!l wnaxims, which,

Us | in

I

* Professox Garve's Trzatise on the Conjunction of Moral
with Politics, 1788, bears testimony to such maxims. This
worthy and learned raan ownsat the beginning of his work,
not to be able to give a satisfactory answer to this question.
But yet to approve of it, though indeed with the avowal,
not to be aﬁ’e to answer fully the objections made to 1,
seems to be a preater condescension towards those, who are

very much inclined to abuse it, than mighe be adwiseable.
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in ord‘er N0k to miss their end, stand in need
of publicity, agree with law and politics united,

~ For, if “they can obtain their end but by
pubhcu}f_, they must be conformable to the
universal end of the public (felicity), to har-
monize with which (to make it satishied with
its situation), is the peculiar problem-of poli-
tics. But 1if this end shall be attainable but
by publicity, that is, by the removal of all
distrust fr0n11ts maxims, these must 3130 agree
with the law of thé public; for in‘this’ only
is the union of the ends of all possible. — I
must defer the farther amplification and expo-
sition of this principle till another 6ecasion;
I'shall only add, that it may be perceived to
be a transcendental formule, from the remov-
ing of all empirical conditions (of felicity),
as the matter of the law, and-from the mere
recard to the form of the universal legality.

“To conclude, If it is duty, if at ‘the same

“time there is a well-founded hope;, to realize,
though but in an approximation advancing to
infinite, the state of a public law, EVERLAST-
I1NG PEACE, which succeeds to the treaties or
conclusions of peace hitherto-falsely so named
(more properly truces), is not a'void idea, but

a problem which, resolved by degrees, draws
constantly nearer to ‘its ob]ect as 1t 1s to be
hoped that less and less time will be requisite
to equal progressions.
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T intersperse conjectures in thie progress of
a history,-in order to hll up chasms in
the accounts, is by all means allowable; be-
eause the preceding, as the remote cause, and
the following, as the eftect, may furnish a pretty
sure guidance to the discovery of the middle
causes, in order to render the transition com-
prehensible,  But, to let a history arise out
of conjectures entirely, seems little better,
than to delineate the plan of a romance. It
would not bear the name of even a conjectural
history, but of a mere fiction. — Yet that,
which cannot be ventured on in the process of
the history of human actions, may be attempted
by conjecture on its first beginning, “so.far as
nature males it. For this must not be feigned,
but may be collected from experience; when
it is presupposed, that those actions were
neither better nor worse in the first beginn-
ing, than we meet with them at present: a -
presupposition, which is conformable to the
analogy with nature, and carries with it no-
thing ‘hazarded. A history of the first un-
folding of liberty from its original predisposi-
tion
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don in the mature of man, is therefore guite
different from the history of liberty in its pro-
gress, which can be founded but upon narra-
tioms. o

However, as conjectures must not carry
their pretensions to assent too high, but must
announce themselves as a permitted exercise
of the imagination only accompanied with
reason, for the unbending and for the health
of the mind, but not as a serious occupation;
so they cannotvie with that history, which is
written on the verv same event as an actual
account and believed, whose proof rests upon
quite other grounds, than mere philosophy of
pnature. For which reason, and as I set out
here on a mere journey of pledsure; I may
hope for the favour, to be allowed to make
use of a sacred record as a map ‘thereto, and
at the same time to fancy, that the fhight,
which I take on the wings of imagination,
thouch not without a clew conhected with ex-
perience by reason, will fall on the very same
line, which that record contains historically
drawn. The reader will please to turn over
its leaves (Gen. Chap. 11—v1.) and observe,
step by step, whether the way, which philo-
- sophy goes according to conceptions, coincide
with that which history points out.

if we would not perplex and lose ourselves
in a maze of conjectures, the beginning must
be made from that, which is not susceptible

of a derivation from prior causes of nature by
human reason , therefore, with the existence

of man; in his full growth, as he must do

without maternal assistance: in one paw, n
oraer
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order to propagate his species; and but one
pair, that the flames of war may not be di-’
rectly kindled, if men were 1n the neighbbur-
hood and yet foreign to one another, or also
that nature be not accused that she has, by

the difference of descent, let the httest prepa-
ration for sociableness, as the greatest end of
ihe human destination, be wanting; for the
unity of the family, from which all men are
descended, 1s doubtless the best disposition
for that purpose. I put this pair in.a place
securéd from the attack of beasts of prey, and
abundantly supplied by mnature with all the
means of food, therefore as if in a garden, in
a climate always mild and temperate, And
besides, I contemplate them, only after they
have made considerable progressinthe address
to use their powers, and of course do not be-
¢in from the total rudeness of their nature;
for, should I undertake to fill up this chasm,
which in all likelihood comprehends a great
period, there might easily be too many con-
jectures for the reader but too few probabili-
ties. The hrst man then could stand and walk ;
he could speak (Gen. ch. 11. v. 20.),* nay, talk,

that

* The instinct to communicate his thonghts must have
first PromPted man, who 1s yet alone, to the making known
of his existence .to other living beings, chielly those that
utter a sound , which he can 1mitate and which mayv after-
wards serve for a mame. A similar effect of this instiucg
may be perceived in children and in thoughtless people,
who, by speaking ih the throat, cr}ring, whisting, sineimg,
and other noisy entertaimment (and {requently devotion of
the same nature) disturb the thinking part of mankind. For

I can conceive no other wotive to this, than that they wish
to publish their existence around them,
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that is, speak according to coherent’ ¢oncep-
tions (v. 23), consequently think., Mere ad-
dresses, all-of which he must acquire himself
(for were they imprinted by the Creator, they
would also be transmitted by inheritance,
which 1s however repugnant to experience);
but with which I suppose him to be now pro-
vided, in order to take into contemplation
the vafolding of what 1s moral in his actions,
which necessarﬂ}r presupposes that address.

Only instinct, this voice of God, towhich
all animals hearken, must in the beginning
guide the novice. This allowed him some
things for food, and forbid him others (IIL 2.
z.). — But 1t-1s not necessary to suppose 2
peculiar, at present lost instinct for this be-
hoof; 1t may have been the sense of smel-
ling merely, and its affinity with the organ
of taste, the known sympathy of.this latter
however with the organs of digestion, and
taus in a manner the facalty-of the presension
of the fitmess or of the unfitness of food, such
as one stil! perceives. One needs not even
suppose this sense acuter in the first pair, than
it s at present; for itis sufhciently known
what difference may be found in the power of
perception between the men occupied about
their senses merely, and those conversant about
their thoughts at the same time, ‘but there-
by diverted from their sensations.

As long as the unexperienced man obe}red
this call of nature, he found his account in 1t.
But reason soon bevan to manifest itself, and
endeavoured to extend his knowledge of food

beyond the limnits of, instinct (I 6.) by compa-
- TiSON
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rison of what he had eaten with that which 2
sense, different from that to which instinct
was bound, perhaps the sense of seeing, re-
presented as similar to what he had already
eaten. This trial might have accidentally
succeeded well-enough, though instinct did
not advise it, if.it did but not contradict. But,
it is a property of reason, that it can, with
the assistance of the imagination, counterfeit
appetites, not only . without an instinct di-
rected, but even contrary, to them, which
in the beginning take the name of concupis-
cence, but whereby a whole swarm of unne-
cessary, nay, even unnatural inclinations is
brooded, under the name of luxury. The oc
casion of becoming disobedient to instinct
needed be but a trifle; . but the consequence
of the first essay, namely, to’ become con-
scious to one’s self of one’s reason as a faculty,
that can extend itself beyand the limits, where-
in all animals are kept, was of great impor--
tance and decisive for the mode of life, Were
it but a fruit, whose look, by the likeness to
other agreeable fruits which one had tasted
before, invitestoatrial; if besides theexample
of an animal were added, to whose nature
such a foodis suitable, as onthe contrary it is
hurtful to man, and consequently there is an
instinét which opposes it; this might give
reason the first occasion to chicane the voice of
nature (IIL. 1.),and in spite of its contradiction,
to make the first trial of a free choice, which,
as the first, in all probability did mot fall
out agreeably to expectanion. How insignifi~

cant soever the harm may have been, man’s

Vor. L | X eyes
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eves were now opened (v.7.). He discovereg
in himself a facalty, to choose for himself ,
manner of life,and not to be bound 1liké otler
ammals to a single one. On the instantaneoys
complacency, which this observed preference
might excite i him, anxiety and embarrags-
ment must directly follow ; how he, who yet
knew nothing acccrdmg to 1its hldden quah-
ties and remote effects, should g0 to work
with his new dlscovered faculty. He stood,
as it were, on the brink of an abyss; for, flﬁm
single ob]ects of his desire, which instingt
had therto shown him, to him an infinity
of them was opened whose choice he did not
yet understand at all; and it was now im-
possible for him to return from this once tried
state of liberty to that of thraldom (under the
dominion of ins tinct)

Next to the Instinct to nourishment, by

which nature supports every mmndual the
mstinct to sex, whereby S:he takes cdre of the

preservation of every species, is the most exi-
mious. Reason once put in action did not
delay to prove its -influence on this. Man
quickly found, that the stimulation to sex,
which rests with animals 1n a merely trans-
itory, for the most part periodical instinct,
with him 1s capable of prolongation and even
of augmentation by the phansy, which trans-
acts its business with more moderation, but
at the same time more durably and morve uni
formly, the more the object is withdrauwn from
the senses,and that thereby the disgust, whicll
the satiatng of a merely animal appetite car-
ries with 1t, i1s avoided. The fg-leat (v. 7.)

was
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was the -prodiuction of a far greater manafesta-
tion of reason, than it evinced in the first step
of its developement. For thereby to render an
inclination more intimate and more lasting,
by withdrawing its object from the senses,
shews the consciousness of some superiority
of reason over instinct; and not merely, like

the first step, a faculty to serve it to a smaller
or to a greater extent. Hefusing was the arti-
fice to transport insensibly from the merely
animal desire to love, and with this from the
feeling of the mere agreeable. to the taste for
beauty, in the beginning in men only, but then
in nature likewise. Modesty, an inclination
by good manners and decency (concealing
what might excite slighting) to inspire others
with reverence for us, -as the proper ground-
work of all true sociableness, gave besides
the first hint for the tultivation of man, asa
moral creature. — A small beginning, but
which constitutes an epoch, by giving a quite
new direction to the cast of mind, 1is more
important, than the whole infinite series ofi
the subsequent enlargements ‘of culture.

The third step of reason, after 1t had taken
part in the first immediately felt wants,
was the rellected expectation of the future.

This faculty, not merely to enjoy the present

moment of life, but to render present to, one’s
self the coming, frequently very distant, time,

15 the most decisive criterion of the preference.

of man, to'prepare himself for remote ends
conformably to his destination , — but at the

same time thenot to be dried up source of fear
and sadness, which the uncertain futuritv oc-

X 2 casions,

—

"

»”
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casions, and which all animals are freed from
(v. 13—19). Man,who had to maintain him-
self and a wife, together with future children,
foresaw the constantly increasing pamfulness
of his labour; the woman foresaw the trou-
bles, to which nature had subjected her sex,
and over and above those, which the more
powerful man would impose on her. After
a life of hardships both foresaw with terror

in the back-ground of the picture that, which
inevitably happens to all animals, yet with-

out making them uneasy, namely, death;
and seemed to rebuke and make a crime of the
use of reason, which-occasions them all these
evils. To hive in their posterity, who may
perhaps be less unhappy, or even as members
of a family alleviate their troubles, was prob-
ably the only consolatory prospect, that
strengthened their dejected mnds (16— 20).
The fourth and last step, which reason
advanced, totallv elevaing man above the
society with beasts, was, That he (though
but obscurely) mmprehended that he 1s
[ 23 Operlv the end of nature, and 'nothmﬂ‘ that
Lives upon the earth can be 1113 competitor for
this. The first time he said to the sheep, Neo-
ture did not give thee the pele, thou wearcst,

for tyself, but for e, stript him of 1t and

put 1t on humself (v. 21.); he perceived a pre-
rogative, that he, by virtue of his nature, has

above all anm:xais which he now conadewd
no more as his copartners in the creation, but
as the means and instruments left to his will
for the accomplishment of his puiposes at

pleasure. This representation comprehends
(though
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(though obscurely) the thought of the opposite
position, to wit, that he dares not speak thus
to any mamn, but must consider him as an equal
Pmtaker of the:gifts of nature:. a remote pre-
parative {0 the restricions, which reason
afterwards lmposes on the Wlll with regard to
his fellow-man, and which is far more neces-
sary to the establishment of society, than in-
clination and love.

Andthus man entered into an equality with
all rational beings, whatever might be their
rank, (L g¢ ), namely, with regard to the
pretension to be himself an end,to beesteemed
by every other as such, and to be used by no
other as a mean barely to other ends. Herein,
and not in reason, as it 1s considered as an
instrument merely to the satisfaction of the
diverse inchinations, lies the ground of the so
unlimited. equality of man, even with supe-
rior beings, who may otherwise surpass him
beyond all comparison in the gifts of nature,
but none of whom has on that account a right
to dispose of him according to mere pleasure.
Hence this step is at the same time combined
with his dismission from the niaternal lap of
nature; an alteration, which is indeed ho-
nourable, but at the same time very dange-
rous, as it turned him out of the harmless
and secure state of being nursed as a child, in
a manner out of a garden, which fmmshe&
hiny with necessaries without ‘his gwmﬂ* him-
self any treuble (v.-23.), and thrust him out
into the wide world, -where .so- many cares,
troubles- and unknown evils'await him. . For
the - future the:hardships- and imiseries of life-

X 3 will
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will often draw from him the wish for a para-
dise, the creature of his Imagination, where
he may dream or trifle away his existence in
tranquil Inactivity and constant peace. Dut
restless reason, 1irresistibly inciting him to
the unfolding of the faculties placed in him,
1s encamped between hun and that fancied seat
of joy, and does not allow him to return to
the state of rudeness and simplicity, from
which 1t has taken him (v. 24.).. It instigates
him to take upon himself patiently the trouble,
which he hates, to run aiter the gewgaws he
despises, and to,forget even death itself, which
he cannot think of without horrour, being
taken up with all those trifles, whose loss he
dreads still more. |

Observation.

From this representation of the first history
of mankind it follows, That man’s leaving
paradise, represented to him by reason as the
first abode of his species, was nothing but the
transition from the rudeness of a merely ani-
mal creature to humanity, from the go-cart
of instinct to the guidance of reason, ma
word, From the.guardianship of nature to the
state of liberty, Whether man has won or
lost by this_alteration, cannot be any longer
the question, when one considers the destina-
tion of his species, that consists in nothing
but in the advancing towards perfection, how-
ever imperfectly might fall out the first endea-
vours to reach this aim- .even following oné
another in a long series of .their members. —

| However
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However this course, which for the species
is a progress from the bad to the better,

is not the same for the imdividual. Befo_re |
reason awoke -there was neither a com-
mandment, nor a prohibilion, consequently
no transgression ; but:when 1t(reason) entered.
on its ofhce, arid, weak as it 15, mingled with
the animality and its whole force, evils must
arise, and, what 1s worse, with more culti-
vated reason, vices, which were totally foreign
to the state of ignorance, therefore of inno-
cence. The first step then out of this state
was on the moral sidea fall; on the physi-
cal were a multitude of never known evils of
life the consequence of this fall, therefore
punishment. Thus the h1st0ry of nature be-
gins from the good, for it is the work of God ;

the history of lzberty from the bad, for it is
the work of man. To the mdw1dual, who in
the use of his liberty looks to himself merely,
there was in such an alteration a loss;” to na-
ture, who directs its end with man towards
the species, 1t was a gain. Hence the indivi-
dual has cause to ascribe to his own'guilt all
the evil, which he sufters, and all the bad
that he commits, but at the same time as a
member of the whole (of a species) to admire
and to praise the wisdom and the conformity-
to-end of the arrangement — In this manner
may be made to accord with themselves,and
with reason the assertions of the celebrated].]J.
Rousseau, so often misinterpretec, and ac-
cordmg to appearance ce]hdmg with one an-
other. In his publication on the influence of

the sczences and 1n thaton the inequality of men
X 4 he
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he shows perfectly right the unavoidable col-
tiston of culture with the natureof the huma
species, as a physical species, m whichevery
individual ought to attain his destination to-
tally; butin his Emil, his Social Contract,
and other wntings, he endeavours to solve
the more diflicu't problem, How culture must
o0 on, in order to unfold the predispositions
of hamanity, as a moral species, suitably to
their destination, so that this may no longer
coiiide with that as a species natural. From
this collision (as culture, according to lrue

principles of education for the mnan and for the
citizen at the same time, 1is perhaps not vet
properly begun, much less ended) spring all
the real evils, which oppress human life, and
~all the vices that disgrace it;* as the incite-

ments

* Tn order to ﬂ_prc;duce but a few examples of this collision
betwepn the efforts of humanity with a view to 1ts meral
destination, on the one side, and the unalterable observance

of the laws placed in its nature for the rude and annmal
state. on the other, take the following.

The epoch of full age or majority, thatis, of the in-
stinet, as well as the faculty, to propagate one's species,
nature has fixed at abaut the age of 16 or 17 years: an age, at
which the vouth in the rude state of mature literallv be-
cormes a man; for he then has the faculty to support hun-
self, to Erupagatqhis SPEGiBS, and also to maintain it together
with his wife. The simplicity of the wants frenders this
easy for him. WWhereas in the cultivated state many means
of acquisitiun belony to the latter, as well in address, as
in favourable external circumstances, so that this epocl, m
the civil state, is delayed 1g years at least one with another.
Nature however has not at the same tume altered her periad
of mararity with the progress of the civil refinement, but
follows obstinmately her law, which she.intended forjthe
mazintaining of the human species, as a species of animals.
Henc: arises now an unavoirdable damageito fhe end of na-
ture by morals, and sice versa. TFor the man of nature 15
already in a certain age a2 man, when the civil man (who

does
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ments to-the latter, which one blames on that
account, -are good in themselves and .conform-

X 5. - able-

does not yet cease to be a man of nature) is byt a youth,
nav, eveit but a child, for one may well naime lum so,
who, on’ account ot his years (in the civil state) cannot
support even lumself, much less his species, though he has
fnr]him the wstinct and the faculty, consequently the call
of nature, to propagate it. Lor nature has surely not placed
instincts and faculties in living creatnres, in order that they
shonld combat and suppress them. Therefore the predispo-

sitton to those was not at all designed for thecivilized state,

but merely for the support of the Tiuman SPECIEs as a species

of animals; and.the civilised state falis into an inevitable-
collision with the latter, to-which a perfect civil constitu-
tion only - (the ultimate aim of cultrwe) can put an end, as
a present that mnterval 1s commonly filled vsith vices, and
their consequence, various hwman miseries.

Another example as a proof of the truth of the position,
That nature has nuplanted in us two predispositions for two
different ends, namely, for humanity as a species of animals,
and for the very same as a moral species, is the Ars longa,
vita Orevis of Hippocrates. Sciences and arts might be car-/
ried to' a far higher pitch by one head that is organized for
thent, when he has once attained by long exercise a2ud ac-
quired knowledge the proper maturity ol judgment, than
whole generations of the learned might do successively, if
he lived but with the same juvenile power of mind the
time, which i1s granied to all these generations, Now na-
ture has manifestly taken her resolption with regard to
man’s duration of life from another point cf view, than
trom that of the furtherance of sciences. For, when the man
of the most happy understanding is at the point of making
the greatest discoveries, which he lias reason to hope ior
irom his address and experience, age advances; his faculties
%row blant, and he must leave toa second generarion (which

egins anew -from A B C, and must once more journey
over the whole track, that was already explored), to add

anothey step to the progress of culture. The course of the

human species to the atLaining of its whole destination seems

for that reason incessantly interrupted, and to be in constant
danger-to fall back into the old rudeness; and the Grecian
philosopher did not complain entirvely withont reason, that

o oa pity, that one must die, when one has just bezun to
perspect, how one aught to live,

A third example may be the inequality among men,
and not thag of the gifts of nature or of the goods of fortune,
but of the wniversal rj.ghi:s of them, an 1uequality, of which

fonssean complains with great justice, but which-is not {Ja
0
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able-to-end as predispositions of nature, byt
these predispositions, as they were adjusted
to the mere state of nature, suffer damage
by advancing culture, and in return endamage
1t, till perfect art becomes nature again, which
is the ultimate aim of the moral destination

of the human species. -

Conclusion Of the History‘.

The beginning of the following period is,
That man passes from the period of ease and
of peace to that of labour and of discord, as
the prelnde to the unidn in society. Here we
must again take a great leap, and put him at
once in the possession of domestic animals,
and of plants, which he himself can multiply
by sowing and planting for his food (IV. 2.);
though the transition from the savage live of
a hunter o the former, and from the unsteady
digging of roots or the collecting of fruits in
the second state, may have been slow enough.
Here now must begin the difference between

men hitherto living amicably beside one an-

other, whose consequence was the separation
~ and

be separated from culture, as long as itin a manner pro-
ceeds without a plan (which is however unavoidable during
z long time]), andP to which nature had certainly not destine

man; 2as she gave him liberty, and reason to restrict this
liberty by nothing but its (reason’s) own nniversal and ex-
ternal legality, which is denominated the civil right or law,
Man ought to extricate himself from the rudeness of his
NEry preiispositions of nature, and, raising himself above
them, take care nevertheless not to commit a fault against
them: an address, which he can expect butlatean after
many miscarrying essays, during which interval humanity
g£roans under the evils that at hrings upon _}Eself from 1n-

CXPpEILLE nce,
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and dispersion upon the earth of those of a
different mode of life. Thelife of a herdsinan
is not only easy, but, as there can be no.want
of pasture in an extensive uninhabited. land,
affords the most certain subsistence. Whereas
agriculture, or plantm 15 very troublesome,
dependmﬂ' on the inconstancy of the weather,
consequently Insecure, and requires a perma-
nent abode, property of the soil, and-sufh-
cient power to defend it; but the herdsman
hates this property, which himits his liberty
of grazing. As to the former, the husband-
man might seem to envy the herdsman as
more favoured by heaven (v.4.); 1n fact, how-
ever, the latter, so long as he remained in his
neichbourhood, was very burdensome to him;
for the grazing cattle did not spare his fields
and plantations. As it was easy for the herds-
man, after the damage which he had occas}-
oned, to remove to a great distance with his
herd, and to avoid all indemnification, be-
cause he leaves nothing behind him,. which
he does not find just as well every-where else;
s0 1t was natural for the husbandman to use
force against such encroachments (which the
other did not hold unallowed) and, as,the oc-
casion to such could never totally cease, in order
not to lose the fruits of his long 1abour finally
carried that force as far as he possﬂ)ly could,
0 that those who lead the life of herdsmen
were obliged to go away. (v.16.). This sepa-
ration makes the third epoch.

A soil, on whose cultivation and planting
(chleﬂy Wlth trees) depends the means of sup-

porting life, requires permanent habitations;
and
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and the defence of them against all outrages
stands 1 need of a number of men to assist
one another. Therefore 1n this way of life
men could no longer disperse themselves in
families, but were under the necessity of lieep-

ing tocrether and of erectmg villages (impro-
perlv named cities), in order to defend their
property against either wild hunters, or hordes
of wandering herdsmen. The first neces-
saries of life, whose provision reguired a
di/ferent mode of life (v. 20.), could now be
exchanged for one another. Thence must arise
culture, and the beginning of art, of pastime,
as well as of industry (v.e1.92.); asalso,
what 1s of the greatest moment, some prepa-
ration for a civil constitution and public jus-
tice, at hrst indeed but with regard to the
greatest violences, whose avenging was no
longer leit, as in the savage state, to indivi-
duals, but to a legislative potency, which
contained the whole, that i 15, a mode of go-
vernment, over Which 1I:self Nno exercise “of
power had place (v. 25. 24.). — From this
first and rude predisposition could now deve-
lope itself by degrees all human art, of which
that of sociableness and civil security 18 the most
salutary, the human species increase itself and,
from a centre, like bee-hives, extend every-
where by sending abroad and planting colo-
nies already civilized. With this epoch com-
menced likewise -the. inequality among men,
this-abundant source of so' much bad, butot
all that is good also, and henceforth. increased.
5o long as the nomades or nations of herds-
men, who acknowledge God only for therr
master,
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master, swarmed around the inhabitants of
the city and husbandmen, who have a man
(a magistrate) for a master (VL 4.),* and as
sworn enemies to all landed property bore an
i]l will to these and -were in return hated by
them ; there was continual warbetween them,
at least incessant danger of it, and hence both
nations might be glad in the interlour at least
of the inestimable cood, liberty, — (for still
at present nothing but the danger of war mo-
derates despotism; because riches are requi-
site at present to constitute a state a potency,
but without liberty neither the activity nor the
industry, which could produce riches, has
place. Instead of which in a poor nation great
participation 1n the support of the common-
wealth must be met with; which on the other
hand is not otherwise possible, than when
the citizens feel themselves therein free). — .
In process of time however the beginning lux-
ury of the inhabitants of the city, but chiefly
the art of pleasing, whereby the city ladies
eclipse the dirty women of the woods, must
have been a great allurement for those herds-
men- (v. o.), to enter inlo a conjunction with
these, and to partake of the splendid misery:
of the city. Which then, by the incorporat-
ing of two nations formerly inimical toone

another,

* The Arabian Bedouines still name themselves chiildren
of an ancient’Schech, the founder of their tribe (us Deni
Haled etc.). He is by no means their master, and can exer-
cisc 1o power over them at pleasure. Tor in a nation of
herdsmen, where nobody has numoveable property, whiclt
e must leave behind, everv familv that is dissatisfied mav

easily separate itself from the tribe, in order to join and
strengthen another.
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another, with the end of all danger of war
inevitably occasioned at the same time the end
of all liberty, thus the despotism of mishty
tyrants on the one side, with culture yet scarce-
Iy becun but soulless luxury in abject ser-
wmde, mixed with all the vices of the rude
state, on the other averted the human SPECIES
from the progress of the cultivation of its pre-
dispositions to the good, pointed out 10 it by
nature; and thereby rendered it unworthy of
evén 1is existence, as a species destined to
rule over the earth, mnot to enjoy bI‘lltlShlV
and to serve sla'ﬂshl} (v. 17.).

Concluding Observation.

The man of reflection, when he computes
the evils, which oppress the human species
so much, and (asit seems) without hope of its
growing better, feels a sorrow that can even
become corruption of morals, of which the
thoughtless knows nothing, namely, discon-
tentment with Providence 'y who FOVerns the
course of the world on the whole. It is how-
ever of the greatest moment, to be contented
with Providence, (though he has traced out for
us in our terrestrial ’W‘Oﬂd"ﬂ path so diflicult):
partly in order to resume courage still under
the hardships, and partly in order, while we.
throw the blame on fate, not to lose sight or
our own fault, which may perhaps be the only
cause of all this evil, and to neglect the re-
medy in the self-amendment. -

One must own, that the greatest evils,

which oppress CWthEd nations, are brought
Onl
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on us by war, and indeed not so much by that
which is present or past, as by the never re-«
mitting and even incessantly increased prepa-
ration for the future. 'To this are employed
all the powers of the state, all the fruits of iis-
culture, which might be used for a still greater
culture; liberty 1s in so many places violated,
and the maternal care of -the state of single
members transformed into an inexorable strict-
ness of demands, vet thisis justified by the
apprehension of outward danger. But, would
this culture, would this close conjunction of
the ranks of the commonwealth to the mutual
furtherance of their prosperity, would the po-
pulation, fiay, even the degree of liberty
which, though under very restrictive laws,
vet remains, be met with, if that war 1itself,
which 1s always dreaded, d:d not extort from
theheads of states this reverence for humanity 2
Only behold China, which from its situation
has perhaps one day to fear an unforeseen at-
tack, but no potent enemy, and from which
therefore every trace -of liberty is effaced. —
On the step -of culture, then, on which the
human species yet gtands, war 1s an indispens-
able mean to carry it higher; and but after
a hinished culture (God knows when) would
an everduring peace be salutary for usand also
by that only possible. Consequently, as Lo
this point; we ourselves are ‘the cause of the
evils, of which we complain so bitterly ; and
the sacred recordis perfectly right to represent
the incorperating of nations into one society
and their- complete deliverance from all out
ward danger, as their culture was scarcely

begun‘
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begun, as a stopping of all further cultureand
a smlumr into incurable corruplion.

The second discontentment of men ar rawns
the order of nature with regard to the shortness
OJ ’zfe One must undersland but Very 1! In-
deed the estimation of the value of ]1fe 1f
one can stll wish, that it should last lon;m,
than it actually does; for that were buta
lenghtening of a play constantly struggling
‘Wlth mere difticuliles. But a chlléhah ]udrfe-
ment needs not be -blamed for fearing death
without loving life, and, whilst it is d1fhcult
for it to pass 1ts existence every single day
with tolerable satisiaction, never to have davs
enow to repeat this complaint. When how-
ever one but reflects, how much care of the
means to passing awav a life so short torments
us, how much injustice 1s éxercised with the
hope of a future enjovment, though of so
short a duration; one must reasonablv be-
lieve, that if men could prolong their iives to
an age of 3oo vears and more, the father would
scarcely be secure of his life against hisson, the
one brother against the other, or one fllend
beside another, and that the vices of a human
species living so long would rise to such a
heighth, that they wmﬂd be worthy of no
better a fate , than to be drowned in a univer-
sal fiood (v. 12, 173)). .

The third wish, or rather, empty longing
(for we are comscious to ourselves, that we
never can obtain what is wished for) 1s the
shadow, the golden agze so much praised by
poets, W here a deh's:emnce from «ll 1magimary

wants, with which luxury-loads us, a suff-
¢1ency
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ciency with the imere wants of natute, a the<
rough equality of men, an ever]uslmg peace
among them, in a word, the pure enjoyment,
of a 11fe free fwm care dleamt away n idleness
or trifled away in puerile amuséments; s
an eanest desire, which makes the Crusoes
and the voyages. to the southsea islands SO
charming, but in general evinces the weauj
ness, whlch the thmkmn' man feels in the ci-
vilized Tife, when he 5{36115 its value in enjoy

nients Mer el} , and takes into the account the
counterbalance of laziness, when reason by
chance puts him in mind, to giveavalueto life
by actions. Thejustness of the wish toreturn to
that time of simplicity and innocgence is sufli-
ciently shown, when onc 1s animated by the
above representationrof theoriginal state; man
cannot maintain himself therein, because he 1s
not contented with 1t; still less 1s heinclined
ever to return to it; So that he has always to

attribute to himself and to his own choice the
present state of troubles.

Advantageous to man and serviceable to
nstructicn and to amendiment is then such an
exhibition of his history, which points out to
him, That he must not charge Pro¥idence with
the evils ‘that alllict him; that he 1s not en-
titled to impute his own transgression to an
original crime of his first parents, whereby a
propensity in a manner to similar transgres-
sions would be hereditary in the off3p11n
(for arbitrable actions can carry nothing with
them possible to be communicated by inheri-
tance); but that he in all justice has to ac-
Lnowledﬂ‘e what has happened as committed

Vor. I Y by
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by himself, and to lay to his own charge en.
tirely all the evils, which spring from the
abuse of his reason, as he may be very con-
scious to himself, that in similar circumstan.
ces he would conduct himself in the same
manner, and would make the first use of rea-
son, to misuse it (even contrary to the hint
of nature). The physical evils, when that
point concerning the moral ones 15 cleared up,
can then, in the balancing of merit and of
guilt, hardlv vield an odds to our advamage
And thus the result of a most ancient has-
tory of man essayed by philosophy, is, Con-
tentment with Providence and, on the whole,
with the course of human aﬁans. which does
not commence from the good and proceed to
the bad, but developes 1tself_ gradually from
the bad to the better; to which progress,
then, every one 1s summoned by nature her-
self, to contribute on his part to the utmost

of his abilities.
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They who, from a mistaken zeal for the honour of
Divine revelation, either deny the existence, or vilify the
anthority of natural religion, are not aware, that by dis.
allowing the sense of obligation, they undermine the foun-

dation upon which revelation builds its power of command-

ing the heart,
BrAir, On the Power of Conscience.



INTRODUCTION.

The proposed question is of such a nature,
that, when 1t 1s properly answered, the
higher philosophy must thereby acquire a de-
terminate form. When the method, accord-
ing to which the greatest possible certainty in
this species of cognition can be attained, is
established, and the nature of this conviction
well introspected, an immutable precept of
method instead of the perpetual inconstancy
of the opinions and sects of the schools, must
unite the men of reflection in the like endea-
vours; ‘in the same manner as NEwToX’S
method 1n natural philosophy altered the li-
centiousness of the physical hypotheses to a
sure procedure according to experience and to
geometry, But what method shall this trea-
use itself have, in which is to be shown to
metaphysics thelr true degree of certainty,
together with the way, by which one arrives
at 1t.  If this propounding be metaphysical,
its judgment is just as uncertain as has hitherto
been the science, which thereby hopes to ac-
quirt firmness and stability, and every thing
15 lost. My treatise shall therefore be totally
composed of sure positions of experience and
immediate consequences therefrom drawn.
Y 3 1

\
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1 will rely neither on the doctrines of philo-
sophers whose insecurity 1s the very occasion
of the present problem, nor on definitions,
which are so often fallacious. The method 1
use shall be simple and cautious. Whatever
may be found insecure will be of such a na-
ture, as to be used for the explication only,

but not for the proof.
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CONTEMPLATION THE FIRST.

: | ’
UNIVERSAL COMPARISON OF THE MODE OF
ATTAINING CERTAINTY IN THE MATHEMATI-
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1.
The Mathematics attam all thezr Defmztzons
.synl:het:wally, but thlosophy analytzcally

-
L ]

Ever}r one universal concepnon may be ar-

rived at in'two ways, either by the arbi-
trable conjunction- of conceptions, "or by se-
paration from- that cognition, which is made
perspicuous by .anatomizing,, The mathema-
tics never frame definitions , but in the first

Y 4 manner.



